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this Sacrament. Its reception seems to have determined her to follow what
she had for some years regarded as her vocation, i.e. to serve God in religion.
After much deliberation, it was settled, that she should apply for admission
to the Convent of the Visitation at Paray-le-Monial and as soon as she had
entered the place, 25th May, 1671, one of her mysterious voices seemed
to say: " This is where I will you to be."
The Convent at Paray was at that time, according to Fr. Dalgairns, in
a rather relaxed condition, and Margaret Mary had much to suffer__
from " the degenerate daughters of St Francis."l She was long regarded as
a visionary and even as one actuated by motives of spiritual pride i Some
devotions which she practised as acts of expiation for small faults com-
mitted by the Community were resented as insults to the house! But
from at least the day of her profession, Sister Margaret Mary knew that
if her favours and graces were great, her sufferings were to be commen-
surate, for she says: " My Divine Master urged me incessantly to ask for
humiliations and mortifications." And again, when her own Spiritual
Sisters seemed to be turning against her, Our Lord made known to her
His will thus: " I have paid you great honour, My Daughter, for I have
made use of noble instruments to crucify you, whereas My eternal Father
delivered Me into the hands of executioners to be crucified."
The intense devotion of Soeur Margaret Mary to Our Lord's Passion
and to the great mystery of the Blessed Sacrament, were now to be
wonderfully rewarded. From 27th December, 1673, commenced those
great visions and revelations which were to have such a bearing on the
whole Catholic world. One day when praying before the Blessed Sacra-
ment and deeply penetrated, as usual, with a sense of the presence of God,
Our Lord showed Himself to her in visible form. " Behold " said He,
" My Heart, which is so inflamed with love for men and for thee in
particular, that being unable to contain within itself the flames of its
charity, it is compelled to spread them by thy means." Such was the
divine command, but how was a poor, obscure nun in a strictly enclosed
Convent to go forth and propagate the devotion ? The very nuns them-
selves were opposed to the devotion when first made known to them, and
spoke against it as a novelty! What she personally could not do herself,
was achieved by the Venerable Claude de la Colomb&re, the Superior of
the Jesuits at Paray. This holy priest acted as Confessor to the Nuns
1673-75, and to him Sister Margaret confided the account of the wonderful
spiritual favours she had received and the mandate to make the devotion
known. Fr. Colomb&re behaved with traditional ecclesiastical circum-
spection. He let the matter take its course, and meantime tried his
penitent in various ways to test her sincerity, but ultimately convinced
1 John Bernard Dalgairns: The Devotion to the Heart of Jews, 3rd edition, p. 74-